Histopathological changes after induced injury in leeches.
Cells involved in leech inflammatory responses have been characterized by morphological, histochemical, and immunohistochemical methods. Macrophage-like cells, NK-like cells, and granulocytes migrated shortly after injury by pricking with bacterial lipopolysaccharide. Inflammatory responses increased progressively and provoked cell migration to the body wall and then to wound surfaces. Macrophages, NK cells, and granulocytes display similar features and behavior traits in invertebrates and vertebrates.